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To establish a common roadmap for ensuring the coordination for MSFD implementation 
by Spain and Portugal, through the Governments of Spain, for Canaries, and the 

Governments of the Azores and Madeira in the Macaronesia sub-region



Specific objectives

Knowledge gaps

Coherence in the initial phases     
(Art. 8, 9, 10);

Initial assessments; comparisons; methods to define GES; ES assessment; standardized GES 
criteria; environmental targets; common measures; common monitoring programs; knowledge 

gaps; public awareness; sharing and reporting data; networking and capacity building

Coordinated monitoring 
programmes for assessment 
environmental status of marine 
waters within Macaronesia (Art. 11);

Data infrastructure

Dissemination and awareness of 
marine values of Macaronesia and 

the contribution of MSFD to its 
protection;

Networking and capacity building 
Macaronesia experts and policy-

makers



MISTIC’SEAS                                                                                              Kick-off Meeting  Lisbon 14-15 December

MISTIC’SEAS structure
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WP 1 Review of initial assessment, including
knowledge gaps, GES definition and
environmental targets of the Macaronesia
Archipelagos initial reports

WP 2 Common MSFD monitoring strategy to 
cetaceans, turtles and birds, applied to the  
MSFD D 1 throughout Macaronesia

WP 3 Testing common monitoring methodologies

WP 4 Towards a common infrastructure on Data 
Management & Sharing

WP 5 Action Plan

WP 6 Dissemination & Networking

WP 7 Coordination & Management 

• Third Technical Workshop of the MISTIC SEAS Project at  21 of June, Museu da Baleia , Machico (Madeira).
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GOVERNANCE STRUCTURE

2 National authorities (PT, SP); 2 Regional
authorities (AZ, MAD); 3 Science Agencies
(SP, AZ);
9 scientific teams; 3 taxonomic groups from
the 3 regions; 1 coordinator per taxonomic
group; 1 coordinator per region.



2 Meetings; 4 workshops; 1 Field Trip; 3 Communication events; 
5 Technical Reports; 2 Interim Reports; 1 Action Plan; 1 Dissemination Publication; 1 Promotional Video; 1 Final Report

Project  deliverables



Discussions

- WK2 and WK3

- WK4

Drafting
Improving

Consultation
Stakeholders

Draft
Action Plan

FINAL ACTION PLAN 
FOR THE MSFD 

IMPLEMENTATION 
IN MACARONESIA

Agreement
(February 2017)

Action Plan for 
improving coherence 
on the second cycle 

of MSFD 
implementation, in 

the Macaronesia 
subregion

GOAL 1: A coherent and 
coordinated revision of 
the initial assessment in 

2018. GOAL 2: A coherent and 
coordinated GES definition
at the subregional level, in 

2018

GOAL 3: Towards common 
environmental targets 

tackling specific aspects of 
concern at the subregional 

level, in 2018

GOAL 4: Towards 
integrated monitoring 

programs in the 
Macaronesia, by 2020

GOAL 5: Towards 
common programs of 

measures to tackle the 
common environmental 

targets, by 2021

GOAL 6: Addressing 
knowledge gaps

GOAL 7: Crosscutting 
coordination 

Goal 8: Towards common
and/or shared data 

infrastructure

THE ACTION PLAN

• Commitment among authorities, to further work on improving coherence and 
strengthen coordination on the MSFD implementation in Macaronesia.

• A policy document designed with scientific and technical knowledge.

SMART: Specific, Measurable, Attainable, Realistic, Time-based









OVERVIEW
Programme:   Best Practices for Action Plans to develop integrated Regional 

Monitoring Programmes, coordinate programmes of measures, and 

addressing data, and Knowledge gaps in coastal and marine waters

Instrument: DG ENV/MSFD Action Plans/2014

Action: Agreement No. 11.0661/2015/712629/SUB/ENVC.2

Budget:             € 649.750

Duration:          December 2015 - 2016

Coordinator: FRCT

Consortium: DGRM, DRAM, FRCT, SRA     DGSCM-MAGRAMA, FBIO, IEO

“Macaronesia Islands Standard Indicators and Criteria: Reaching

Common Grounds on Monitoring Marine biodiversity in Macaronesia”
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Thank you



Directive 2008/56/EC - MSFD

• Art. 4 – Macaronesia: Azores (PT), Madeira (PT), Canaries (ES);

• Art. 5 – Neighbouring Member States need to cooperate to ensure
coherence and coordination between Marine Strategies at
sub regional and regional level;

• Art. 6 – Regional cooperation;

• Art. 8 – Environmental evaluation;

• Art. 9 – Definition of Good Environmental Status (GES);

• Art. 10 – Environmental targets;

• Art. 11 – Monitoring programs;

• Art. 12 – Evaluation by the Commission - the EC Art. 12 report did
not examine the adequacy, coherence and consistency of
the Canary Islands, Madeira and Azores reports, due to
the mismatch in delivery among countries.

Relevant Art.


