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"BEST PRACTICES FOR ACTION PLANS TODEVELOP
INTEGRATED, REGIONAL MONITORING PROGRAMNMES,
COORDINATED PROGRANMMES OF MEASURES AND ADDRESSING
DATA AND KNOWLEDGE GAPS IN COASTAL AND MARINE
WATERS"

Original

Acronym: MISTIC 'SEAS
Macaronesia Islands Standard Indicators and Criteria: Reaching Common
Grounds on Monitoring Marine Biodiversity in Macaronesia
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Directive 2008/56/EC - MSFD

Relevant Art.

Art.4 - Macaronesia: Azores (PT), Madeira (PT), Canaries (ES);

Art.5 - Neighbouring Member States need to cooperate to ensure
coherence and coordination between Marine Strategies at
sub regional and regional level;

Art.6 —Regional cooperation;

Art.8 - Environmentalevaluation;

Art.9 - Definition of Good Environmental Status (GES);
Art. 10 - Environmental targets;

Art. 11 — Monitoring programs;

Art. 12 — Evaluation by the Commission - the EC Art. 12 report did
not examine the adequacy, coherence and consistency of
the Canary Islands, Madeira and Azores reports, due to
the mismatch in delivery among countries.
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HACARONESIN The distribution of the species in the map is based on the list of species suggested as management units for each archipielago in the MISTIC SEAS project.
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MACARONESIA AND THE THREE

ARCHIPELAGOS

The Macaronesian sub-region is one of the four sub-regions
included in the marine region of the North East Atlantic
Ocean, as referred to in the Article 4 of the Directive 2008/56/EC
of the European Parliament and of the Council of 17 June 2008,
establishing a framework for community action in the field
of marine enwironmental policy (Marine Strategy Framework
Directive, MSFD).

Macaronesia consists on the waters surrounding the Azores,
Madeira, the Canary Islands and Cape Verde This sub
region is one of the most extensive biogeographical regions
of the European seas however it & one of the least studied.
The project is developed in the Macaronesian waters under
the jurisdiction of Portugal and Spain,
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The purpose of the MISTIC SEAS project is designing a common methodology formonitoring the marine biodiversity in the Macaronesian
region, one of the territories with the greatest biodiversity in Europe. The project focuses on the populations of marine cetaceans, turtles and

seabirds. Its &im is to establsh 2 common roadmap to improve coordination in the implermentation of the Marine Strategy Framework
Directive in Portugal and Spain (the Azores, Madeira and the Canary slands).
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To establish a common roadmap for ensuring the coordination for MSFD implementation
by Spain and Portugal, through the Governments of Spain, for Canaries, and the
Governments of the Azores and Madeira in the Macaronesia sub-region
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Specific objectives

Networking and capacity building
Macaronesia experts and policy-
makers

Data infrastructure

Dissemination and awareness of
marine values of Macaronesia and
the contribution of MSFD to its
protection;

Coherence in the initial phases
(Art. 8,9, 10);

Knowledge gaps

Coordinated monitoring
programmes for assessment
environmental status of marine
waters within Macaronesia (Art. 11);

Initial assessments; comparisons; methods to define GES; ES assessment; standardized GES
criteria; environmental targets; common measures; common monitoring programs; knowledge
gaps; public awareness; sharing and reporting data; networking and capacity building
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MISTIC’SEAS Kick-off Meeting Lisbon 14-15 December

MISTIC’SEAS structure "IS"C SEnS c;\

MACARONESIA

<

Review of initial assessment, including
knowledge gaps, GES definition and
environmental targets of the Macaronesia
Archipelagos initial reports

Common MSFD monitoring strategy to
cetaceans, turtles and birds, applied to the
MSFD D 1 throughout Macaronesia

Testing common monitoring methodologies
Towards a common infrastructure on Data
Management & Sharing

Action Plan

Dissemination & Networking

Coordination & Management

*  Third Technical Workshop of the MISTIC SEAS Project at 21 of June, Museu da Baleia , Machico (Madeira).
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Steering
Commite

GOVERNANCE STRUCTURE

2 National authorities (PT, SP); 2 Regional
authorities (AZ, MAD); 3 Science Agencies
(SP, AZ);

9 scientific teams; 3 taxonomic groups from
the 3 regions; 1 coordinator per taxonomic
group; 1 coordinator per region.

Coordinated by: Partners:
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ACTIONS RESULTS

C lete technical report that include o

b

the Canary Islands) detecting the know e o
the analysis of the pressures and effects i

Review of early assessments, ircluding knowladge gaps, GES definition and Environmental Targets
Established in the three initial reports for the Macaronesian archipelagos.

. vees W [

et 2900

Common MSFD monitoring strategy or marine mammals, sea turtles and seabirds, according to the MSFD
Descriptor T throughout Macaronesiz.

Detailed technical report about the comr
Such report filks in the previously detectc I

Testing of the monitoring programs established in the previous report through
conclusions of the tests are collected in 2 report used 1o consolidate the comme

Application of common monitoring methodologles.

Infoemation collected by the monitoring programs generates a report including the description of the data infrastructure areated in our

Common infrastructure for dzta management and data exchange. ;
9 = website to communicate the information to the European Commission in accardance with the MSFD requirements

Action Plan to enhance coherence in the implementation of the MSFD in the sub-region of Macaronesia The Action Plan is the core
document o improve adequacy, coordination and coherence of the monitoring actions in the whole Macaronesia.

Construction and maintenance of a website to spread the programs and resuits of the project. This website other purpose is 1o become
the main platform for networking between the different groups of interest involved in the project. Development of other complementary

NARRE

Awareness and Networking.

media and publications addressed at both experts and general public including a DVD about the values of biodiversity in Macaronesia and
the need of monitoring the area to ensure its good environmental status

2 Meetings; 4 workshops; 1 Field Trip; 3 Communication events;
5 Technical Reports; 2 Interim Reports; 1 Action Plan; 1 Dissemination Publication; 1 Promotional Video; 1 Final Report



Draft
Action Plan

FINAL ACTION PLAN
FOR THE MSFD
IMPLEMENTATION
IN MACARONESIA

MISTIC SERS >

Action Plan for improving
coherence on the MSFD
implementation in  the
Macaronesia subregion

As dizovssed and agreed during the MISTIC SEAS project

GOAL 1: A coherent and
coordinated revision of
the initial assessment in
Goal 8: Towards common 2018.
and/or shared data

infrastructure

Action Plan for

improving coherence
GOAL 7: Crosscutting on the second cycle
coordination
of MISFD

implementation, in
the Macaronesia
subregion

GOAL 6: Addressing

knowledge gaps
GOAL 5: Towards

common programs of
measures to tackle the
common environmental
targets, by 2021

THE ACTION PLAN

MISTIC SEAS 2

MACARONESIA

GOAL 2: A coherent and
coordinated GES definition
at the subregional level, in

2018

GOAL 3: Towards common
environmental targets
tackling specific aspects of
concern at the subregional
level, in 2018

GOAL 4: Towards

integrated monitoring

programs in the

Macaronesia, by 2020

Commitment among authorities, to further work on improving coherence and
strengthen coordination on the MSFD implementation in Macaronesia.

A policy document designed with scientific and technical knowledge.

SMART: Specific, Measurable, Attainable, Realistic, Time-based
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GUIDETO GOOD PRACTICE IN CITIZEN SCIENCE

Citizens' involvement is essential for 2 project as MISTIC SEAS to be canied out and for the Good Erwironmental Status of different
spaces to be kept in the future.

Research and actions undertaken in the framework of the projact have drawn positive results and howingits efficiency
and utility in the pi tion of the biodiversity and especially the native marine mammals, sea turtles and seabirds.

According to such conclusions, here it is the GUIDE TO GOOD PRACTICE IN CITIZEN SCIENCE whose purpose is to share publicly
simple and practical measures that everyons can adopt toimprove and learn how to do their best facing the different environmenzal

situations.

Read the further information for each spedies and archipelago as follows:

Strandings

Bird weatching
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- The Action Plan itself, as 3 core document, to enhance the
adequacy, coordination and coherence of the monitoring
actions in the whole Macaronesia.

- The founding of common methodologies for monitoring
the marine biodiversity in the Macaronesia, which will increase
the vigilance of shared populations of marine cetaceans,
turtles and seabirds in the archipelagos.

- The improvement on the coordination and application
of the Marine Strategy Framework Directive in Portugal
and Spain (the Azores, Madeira and the Canary Isiands).

The refinement of the information about the target
species collected that will relieve the pressures and effects in
all the region and will adjust both the defined environmental
targets and the measures taken to reach or keep the Good
Environmental Status (GES).

- The creation of networks between assoclates and other
groups interested in the implementation of the MSFD.

- The Increase of public knowledge and awareness of
the natural value of biodiversity of the Macaronesian region,
having the MISTIC SEAS project website as a reference point.
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WHICH ARE THE LONG-TERM BENEFITS OF THE PROJECT?

The actions developed during the project and the conclusions obtained make up an Action Plan. This Action Plan
establishes the standards and guidelines to improve the implementation of the MSFD. The application of the Plan
bnngs along several dear benefits:
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“Macaronesia Islands Standard Indicators and Criteria: Reaching MISTIC SEAS >

. . . . . . . . MACARONESIA
Common Grounds on Monitoring Marine biodiversity in Macaronesia”

§ MISTIC SERST

MACANONESH

Programme: Best Practices for Action Plans to develop integrated Regional

PROJETO MISTIC SEAS

Monitoring Programmes, coordinate programmes of measures, and
addressing data, and Knowledge gaps in coastal and marine waters
Instrument: DG ENV/MSFD Action Plans/2014

funsio Regionsl paea p Cifacts e Terasingre, Sanretem
feponal do Mal Cinca ¢ Tecnudagie, Governs Regional doy

po— ‘ Action: Agreement No. 11.0661/2015/712629/SUB/ENVC.2
mm;n:mmm = Budget: € 649.750

[ —— Duration:  December 2015 - 2016

T Coordinator: FRCT

: B Consortium: DGRM, DRAM, FRCT, SRA DGSCM-MAGRAMA, FBIO, IEO
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Directive 2008/56/EC - MSFD

* Art.
* Art.

e Art.
e Art.
e Art.
e Art.
e Art.
e Art.

Relevant Art.

4 — Macaronesia: Azores (PT), Madeira (PT), Canaries (ES);

5 — Neighbouring Member States need to cooperate to ensure
coherence and coordination between Marine Strategies at
sub regional and regional level;

6 — Regional cooperation;

8 - Environmental evaluation;

9 - Definition of Good Environmental Status (GES);
10 — Environmental targets;

11 — Monitoring programs;

12 — Evaluation by the Commission - the EC Art. 12 report did
not examine the adequacy, coherence and consistency of
the Canary lIslands, Madeira and Azores reports, due to
the mismatch in delivery among countries.
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